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Sir: 



The attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the 
documents listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of each of the cited documents is 
attached, if required. Applicant hereby makes of record the patent references which were 
cited during examination of a counterpart by the European Patent Office. 

This Information Disclosure is being submitted after issuance of a first Office 
Action on the merits and after expiration of the three-month period following filing of the 
above-identified application, but prior to issuance of either a final Office Action or a Notice 
of Allowance. A check in the amount of $180.00 is attached hereto to cover the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR § 1.1 7(p). 

It is respectfully requested that the information be considered by the Examiner 
and that a copy of the attached Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such information 
has been considered. 

In the event any further fees are required in connection with this paper, please 
charge Deposit Account No. 50-0573. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached by telephone at (202) 
842.8802. All correspondence should be directed to the below-listed address. 
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